Welcome, friends!

Big hearts
deserve a
big hand.

Thank you for joining PEC as we Celebrate 50 Years of Putting People First!
It’s been a truly remarkable five decades — from humble beginnings as a
volunteer organization, operating at Asbury Methodist Church providing
shelter to 30 single men, women, and children nightly, to the multifaceted,
human services organization we are today — serving 25,000 families and
youth across Philadelphia through housing, community programs and
transformative partnerships.

Congratulations
People’s Emergency Center
for 50 years of
putting people first
by strengthening
our neighborhoods and
driving change
in West Philadelphia.

Since our founding, we have counted on the generosity of our neighbors,
friends, and partners like you, to facilitate systemic change for families,
youth and children facing homelessness. With your support, we’ve been
able to provide:
• 2 M + safe nights for 20,000 parents, youth and children housed at
PEC, while they built skills essential to thrive.
• $1.5 M in financial assistance that helped families secure or keep a home.
• 3 M+ healthy meals for families, youth, and children.
• 235,000 hours of teaching computer skills for new learners.
• 40,000 books for children to build their own libraries at home.
The impact of your giving is so much more inspirational than numbers on a page. It’s a woman experiencing a
fresh start. Turning a key to your first home. A first job. Opening your first business. The relief of knowing your
children will have something to eat tonight and a place to lay their head. The pride that fills you when hearing the
first words your child reads. It’s waking up hopeful for the day ahead. That’s the magic your giving provides. And
we are grateful.
This is not just a celebration for PEC. This is a celebration for all of us. This is what happens when people come
together to support the potential in every individual and eliminate the barriers to reaching their goals.
Thank you for choosing PEC as your partner in this life-changing work.
Peace,
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Nikki Johnson-Alfano, Esq.
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Ms. Universe 2021-2022

Award Ceremony
Jacqui Flynn

Vice President of Resource and Business Development

People’s Emergency Center

Lancaster Avenue Impact Award

Comcast NBCUniversal, Robert F. Smith Accepting
Presented by Damien Ghee,
PEC Board Chair, TD Bank

Mission Excellence Award

Joe Willard, Vice President of Policy
People’s Emergency Center
Presented by Blair Boroch, United Healthcare
Community Plan
Nikki Johnson-Alfano, Esq. is an unlikely success
story. Born into poverty, she was homeless at age
nine and failed out of college by age 18. However,
she did not let that stop her.
Nikki got a job as a nanny during the day, went
back to college at night, and graduated in 1998
from St. Joseph’s University – the same college
where she had failed out of previously. A 2004
graduate of Temple University Beasley School of
Law in Philadelphia, she earned a J.D./M.B.A/
LL.M in Taxation in only four years.

Rowan Rise Award

Diane Mapp
Presented by Stephen Briggs, Wells Fargo

Levine Youth Legacy Award

Destiny Jackson
Presented by Independence Blue Cross

Closing Remarks

Damien Ghee
PEC Board Chair, TD Bank

TD Bank’s Unwavering Commitment to Help
Philadelphia Families Thrive
People’s Emergency Center is excited to celebrate and present 50 Years of Putting People First in
partnership with TD Bank. Over the past decade TD has been a local leader in philanthropy, delivering
on its commitment to promote inclusivity, economic vitality, and enable Philadelphia families and
youth of all backgrounds to succeed. TD has awarded millions of dollars in grants for initiatives
that promote thriving, vibrant, and resilient Philadelphia communities. During the pandemic, they
provided crucial funding that prevented thousands of Philadelphia families and youths from losing
their homes.
For over a decade, TD Bank has been a leading partner in PEC’s Economic Mobility Services (EMS)—a
suite of programs that help residents set goals, build essential skills, secure living-wage employment,
learn financial literacy, and, ultimately, achieve autonomy. Doubling down on this commitment to
our neighborhoods, in June, TD Workshop opened its doors just steps from PEC, providing our
community a space to brainstorm, learn financial literacy, inform innovations, and network. Their
multi-faceted partnership has also provided invaluable expertise through Board leadership and the
TD Gives to Grow competition.
However, it is our clients who truly attest to the impact of TD’s partnership through the stories they
share of incredible “firsts,” — like that first interview, first living-wage job, first-generation acceptance
letter to college or trade school, or the keys to their first home. Diane Mapp, tonight’s Rowan Rise
Awardee, serves as a phenomenal example:
“I came to PEC at age 15, having lost my only parent. I ended up living in different housing at PEC
for 19 years— and participating in many programs. The staff taught me financial literacy skills, like
how to become eligible for higher-paying jobs, how to save money, and how to set goals for financial
wellness. They encouraged me to return to school (which I eventually did) and helped me learn the job
application process. It’s come full circle—Now I am a first-time homeowner, who teaches job and life
skills to people facing similar circumstances and to adults with Autism. PEC will always hold a special
place in my heart. They helped me overcome the darkest and most challenging time of my life.”
We are grateful for TD’s dedicated partnership that helps PEC residents achieve life-changing financial
independence.

Silent Auction
Rotunda, Penn Museum
5:30pm to 7:30pm
Featuring these generously donated items,
and more!
Citizens Bank Park Private Box for 18
people, fully catered during
a Phillies game – starting bid $2,000
Vacation for two to Oslo, Norway, airfare
+ stay included – starting bid $1,000
Signed Roy Halladay Ball! Priceless!
Stop by our table in the Rotunda to peruse
all the items and start bidding! When bidding
closes at 7:30pm, winners will be notified
via email to fulfill their bid electronically and
pick up their item at the table where they
checked in. Thank you and happy bidding!

Honoring nearly 20 years of Connected Communities, PEC is Proud to
recognize Comcast with the Lancaster Avenue Impact Award.
For nearly two decades, Comcast has bridged the digital divide in Philadelphia’s communities that need it most.
In West Philadelphia’s Promise Zone technology is a means for economic mobility. It’s access to education,
news, and easy banking. It’s building critical job skills. It’s an essential need that affords people a sense of social
and community permanence.
Comcast has delivered on their steadfast commitment to bridging the digital divide. Ten years ago they
launched Internet Essentials, its signature digital inclusion program, to help connect as many low-income
families as possible to broadband Internet at home. Together with schools, local leaders, and nonprofits like PEC,
Comcast has helped bring connectivity to 520,000 people in Philadelphia and the surrounding areas through
Internet Essentials.
When PEC launched the digital literacy department in 2002 to help create pathways out of poverty for individuals
and families, Comcast was a founding partner. Since then, Comcast and PEC have teamed up to launch three
Lift Zones for free safe internet, and offered digital literacy training to help kids, adults, and seniors access
technology, gain skills, and learn software, programming, and even robotics and flight simulation! With their
support, people can learn to operate Microsoft software and navigate the Internet safely and effectively. Since
2002, PEC has delivered computer training to more than 3,500 people and distributed more than 1,300 free
computers and devices.
When the pandemic presented challenges for our community members to attend classes, PEC and Comcast
worked hard to adapt to rapidly changing circumstances. With the help of Comcast, PEC began offering classes
up to five times a week, and enabled distance learning. This allowed us to accommodate a wider range of
schedules and our students could retake classes to truly master skills. These classes became even more
essential in world that was only accessible via technology due to lengthy covid-19 lockdowns. Comcast also
generously supplied refurbished devices to people in need and helped us grow available inventory for our digital
lending library, which enabled kids and families in our housing to stay connected to the internet, attend school,
and maintain employment. The quick work of PEC and Comcast, in partnership with the School District of
Philadelphia, ensured none of the students in our community had to miss a single day of school because they
were without access to a computer or the internet.
This access meant the difference between thriving and falling behind for so many students. Comcast’s partnership
enabled families to access benefits, pay their mortgages or rent, and maintain their search for employment during
the pandemic and its economic fallout. They provided our youth, families and communities a true lifeline.
Please join us in honoring and celebrating this legacy of partnership, as we present Comcast with the Lancaster
Avenue Impact Award for their tireless efforts of keeping families, youth and communities connected when it’s
needed most.

Awardees
Destiny Jackson
Levine Youth Legacy Award
Destiny grew up in and out of foster care and came to YSI’s shelter,
Youth Emergency Services (YES), seeking support and safety. She
sought out supportive services, reengaged in school and with the help
from staff and partners, she was accepted to over 50 Colleges and
Universities! Today she is proudly pursuing a double degree in Political
Science (pre-law) and Communications.

Diane Mapp
Rowan Rise Award
Diane and her children were residents of PEC, who overcame seemingly
insurmountable barriers with the help of PEC’s programming, staff and
housing opportunities. Diane participated in every program available
to create a stable and bright future for her family. Today, Diane “pays it
forward” in service to others, recently launching a non-profit to help young
Black women build career and life skills to thrive in school and beyond.

Joe Willard
Mission Excellence Award
As PEC’s Vice President of Policy, Joe has been instrumental in
fostering transformative change for families with young children living in
Philadelphia’s shelter system, leading to the creation of unique publicprivate sector collaborations like the Children’s Work Group and Building
Early Links for Learning. In the past 15 years, he led 12+ successful
campaigns for legislative and policy changes that enhanced supports for
families, children and youth experiencing homelessness in Philadelphia
and across Pennsylvania.

WHEN LEARNING THROUGH PLAY CHANGES A LIFE
The Everyday Learning Play Spaces (ELPS) team at PEC works with eleven
different housing programs to make them more child friendly. They partner
with Playful Learning Landscapes and Eileen Henderson of My Babies First
Teacher LLC. By partnering directly with families, they empower parents to
co-design these play spaces with what they want for their children. During
one collaboration with the PEC Building Early Links for Learning team, a
“play” workshop was held with parents to demonstrate how learning can
happen naturally through play. The event was hugely successful for both the
teams and the parents. It led to in-depth conversations about high quality
learning and why play is so important for child development. This event was
particularly influential for one mother who was very opposed for over a year to sending her three children to
school. Due to the impact of this event, the mother felt moved to enroll her children the very next day in an early
learning program. Project Manager for ELPS, Sarah Vrabic noted that these types of activities are a wonderful
and creative way to build trust with families.

CDC MEETS THE CORRIDOR
PEC’s Community Development Corporation (PECCDC) has a
30-year history of serving West Philadelphia’s businesses and
residents. Some may not know that PEC created the PECCDC
as an opportunity to inform and engage community residents
amidst concerns that the neighborhood would destabilize due
to the presence of PEC’s services for homeless families. The
Board realized this was a moment to prove themselves as a
resource to the community and change their mindset about new
residents and fresh opportunities. The mission of PECCDC was
to help these neighborhoods with housing values, making West
Philadelphia a place to live, work, and thrive. PECCDC Board Chair, Bernadine Hawes noted that as a result of
this initiative, PECCDC has grown many economic developers throughout Philadelphia. As PECCDC looked at
the Lancaster Avenue corridor businesses, they realized this was the “zipper” between communities and latched
onto the Philadelphia Corridor Development program. After much research, we brought in the “Sneaker Villa” to
the corridor which proved to be a major connection with residents. Finally, the trust was established that proved
PECCDC was here to help enhance the community.

BREAKING THE THERAPY STIGMA AND BRINGING HEALING TO THE FAMILY
The Behavioral Health program recently launched a new initiative – offering post-supportive housing locations
group therapy sessions.This is the first time PEC therapeutic services have been available for these groups. The
program’s goals are that these discussions will lead residents into being open to individual therapy and break
down the anti-therapy stigma in our communities. In August 2022, the “Donuts and Discussions” therapy group
started on Monday mornings at Jannie’s Place. After the first few weeks, a resident asked if individual therapy
was available. The Behavioral Health team was thrilled, and she was immediately assigned to Vanessa Ingram
to begin individual therapy. A few weeks into her sessions, she said her daughter now also wanted therapy. The
daughter started therapy with Laurie Amado, PEC Behavioral Health therapist. As therapy continued for them
both, they were moved to initiate family therapy. Amado noted, “We want group therapy to be seen as a place
where the residents feel safe - safe to be who they are and share what’s on their hearts and minds with each
other. We want to foster a sense of connection because so many are living isolated, so this can be that safe
space where they can share and listen.”

Reflection: When Services Connect – Youth Services Inc.
Baring House Crisis Nursery and PEC Empower Together
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Longtime YSI-Baring House Crisis Nursery Director, Angie Maury reflected on a special moment back in 2014
as a mother and grandmother found hope within the walls of PEC and YSI. The family lived together with a twoyear old son and had become PEC residents trying to find stability and refuge. Mom enrolled her son into Baring
House and he immediately was drawn to the staff. She was able to use this Nursery as a stepping-stone to help
her focus on completing high school, then went on to enroll in a nursing program. She became part of the YSI
Teen Success program at Baring House. Grandmother enrolled in PEC’s food service training and was able to
qualify for permanent housing where the family lives today. Angie was recently invited to present a book she
wrote commemorating this Baring House family called “The Village of Nanny and Grands” at the 2022 National
Black Child Development Institute Conference in Washington D.C.
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Here’s to celebrating 50 years
of nurturing families,
strengthening neighborhoods
and driving change.

Comcast NBCUniversal is proud to support
the People’s Emergency Center and their 50th Anniversary Celebration.
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SALUTES

The People’s
Emergency
Center (PEC)

Independence Blue Cross is proud
to support PEC’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration. We celebrate PEC
for putting people first through its
commitment to nurturing families,
strengthening neighborhoods, and
driving change in West Philadelphia.
Now more than ever, Independence
remains steadfast in its support
of individuals and community
organizations dedicated to
improving the lives and health of
the people in our region.

Congratulations to PEC on 50 years
of service to Philadelphia families,
youth, and communities.

YOU’RE MADE OF GIVING
BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
AND SO ARE WE
Citizens is proud to support People's Emergency Center's 50th Anniversary Celebration.

From the bottom of my heart, I offer my gratitude to the staff
and Board of Directors of PEC for their many hours of service
over the past 50 years. It is my honor to serve alongside you
now, and in the future. Congratulations to you all on a job
very well done!
Kathy Desmond
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Many thanks to
Congratulations to
Comcast on its Lancaster
Avenue Impact Award!

Thank you

for donating this
beautiful event
space tonight!
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Congratulations
PEC
on 50 Years of
Putting People First
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The Mia Sutphin
Foundation is
proud to support
PEC programs.
Congratulations
on an historic
50 years serving
Philadelphia’s
families and
youth!

Amazing things are happening here.
UPMC Health Plan is proud to support
People's Emergency Center's 50th Anniversary.
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Philly Shipyard celebrates People's
Emergency Center's 50th
Anniversary. Here's to many more
years of changing lives and
empowering communities!
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Congratulations to PEC for
50 years of service to Philadelphia!
To many more years ahead...
Tracey Thomasey, Owner and Proud
PEC Board Member
Meg Pritchard and
CREATE Communications
congratulate PEC on
50 years of impactful
work in the community.

thomasey.consulting@gmail.com
609-234-5679
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Community gives life to our
mission. Thank you for being ours,
and making PEC’s 50-year legacy
possible.
PEC Development and
Communications Team
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PEC thanks our generous silent auction donors
Accent en Beaute
American Airlines
Chanticleer Garden
Citizens Bank
Comcast Spectacor
Dianna Geist
Gary Charles and Associates
Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams
Jessie Heckman
Maria Scenna

Big hearts
deserve a
big hand.

Congratulations
People’s Emergency Center
for 50 years of
putting people first
by strengthening
our neighborhoods and
driving change
in West Philadelphia.
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PEC will change our name to: HopePHL
(pronounced “hopeful”) in 2023.
More information soon to come!
www.HopePHL.org

People’s Emergency Center
325 N 39th St, Philadelphia, PA 19104
www.pec-cares.org

